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Inside the ultimate geek apartment (@D + % 7 EF DRI )
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It's destined to become the ultimate geek
apartment. Not only will it tower over the
very heart of Akihabara, Tokyo's world-
famous electronics district, but the apartment
itself has been designed by Sony Corp. and
will be packed full of the latest entertainment,
networking and home automation gear.
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Walking into a model room of the S-Style
apartment, one of a number of apartments
that will make up the 40-storey, 319-room
Tokyo Times Tower apartment block
now under construction by Kajima Corp.
in Akihabara, is like walking into one of
those "homes of the future" that consumer
electronics companies have been showing for
SO many years.
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Home entertainment is everywhere and the
apartment wouldn't look out of place on the
TV show 'Star Trek' not just because of its
minimalist styling but also because of thin
blue lights that run the length of the living
room floor and ceiling and also shine out
from under the bed.
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As you walk around, one of the most striking
things is the possibility of walking around
the 60-square-meter apartment and going
about your business and never being out of
sight of a video screen. There are five in all
-- a Plasma Display Panel (PDP) in the living
room and four video projectors. Two of the
projectors are in the living room and bathe
two large glass panels, one between the living
room and kitchen and one between the living
room and an adjoining alcove that houses a
personal computer.
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The third projector sits in a dressing room
next to the typically small bathroom in the
apartment and projects an image through a
glass panel and onto the wall at the end of the
bath, making it possible to sit in the bath and
enjoy a TV show or movie. If you like the idea
of that, you'll love the bedroom projector.
This sits at floor level and projects an image
onto the ceiling above the bed so you can lie
flat in bed and watch whatever you like.
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The designer has done a good job in hiding
away all of the gadgets that drive the
numerous screens. A rack of DVD players and
other audio-visual gadgetry is hidden away
in a closet in the bedroom, which is sure to
become favorite winter sleeping place for the
house cat because of all the heat generated.
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A good deal of the rest of the apartment's
intelligent systems are controlled by a Sony
Airboard. This is a touch panel device that
communicates with its base station via
wireless LAN and can also be used to watch
TV -- just in case none of the other five large
screens are suitable.
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In addition to being incredibly cool, the
apartment is also expensive. That's not a
surprise for a central Tokyo apartment but
the Sony gadgets and styling, including the
Star Trek-like blue lights and bedroom's
stainless steel floor, add a hefty premium
to the price bringing the total price tag to
around \70 million (US$583,000). That's an
extra \10 million over the basic price.
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There are only six specialized Sony apartments
in the block, but the other apartments still
have a few high-tech gadgets with which
to impress visitors. Each apartment in the
building has an individual fiber-optic cable
for a fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) Internet and a
LAN cable running around the apartment.
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The security system that controls access
to the building and elevators is a first for
Japan, being based on barcodes that change
regularly. They can be downloaded to a
cellular telephone and gaining access is
achieved by displaying them on the cell
phone screen and holding that up to a
scanner. Because the barcodes are digital, it
is also possible to e-mail them to friends or
colleagues who are expected to visit allowing
them easy access to the building.
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If you want to buy one of the six Sony
apartments, you might face some competition
ahead of the October 2004 completion date.
But should you fail to secure one of those,
perhaps you might like to console yourself
with the 190-square-meter apartment that
sits at the top of the building. At a cool ¥270
million it makes the S-Style apartment look
like a bargain.
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More information on the Tokyo Times
Tower development is available, in Japanese,
at http://www.t-t-t.jp.
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